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TO  THE 


PLYMPTON  St.  MARY 

iRural  iDistrict  (Council* 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1898. 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1898. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Report  is  based  on  the  suggestions 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  will  therefore  be 
as  follows  : — 

1.  A  brief  description  of  the  general  physical  characters 

of  the  district. 

2.  The  vital  statistics  of  the  year. 

3.  The  diseases  prevalent  during  the  year. 
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4-  A  description  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  particular 
parishes  and  villages,  with  notes  on  the  work  done 
during  the  year,  and  on  what  is  wanted  in  the 
future.  This  section  should  be  read  and  compared 
with  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Horton. 

5.  During  the  latter  part  of  1898,  the  Devonport  Exten¬ 
sion  Order  came  into  operation.  The  effect  of  this 
is,  that  parts  of  St.  Budeaux  and  Weston  Peverell 
have  been  transferred  to  the  Devonport  Sanitary 
Authority.  As,  however,  this  Order  came  into 
operation  so  late  in  the  year,  I  have,  in  compiling 
my  vital  statistics,  presumed  that  the  district 
remained  unaltered.  Much  time  has  necessarily 
been  devoted  during  the  year  to  the  “  Extension  ” 
question.  Plymouth  and  Devonport  have  now  each 
received  a  large  slice  out  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary 
Rural  District,  and  it  is  thought  they  are  each  so 
well  satisfied  with  the  area  acquired,  that  it  may 
reasonably  be  hoped  neither  of  them  will  in  the 
future  be  again  open  to  the  suspicion  of  doing  any¬ 
thing  to  render  difficult,  or  even  impossible,  the 
proper  sanitary  development  of  the  districts  on  their 
respective  borders.  Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  an 
opposite  policy  may  prevail,  and  a  friendly  co  oper¬ 
ation  in  good  works  be  anticipated  ?  It  is  surely 
much  the  best  policy  for  a  large  town  to  do  all  it  can 
to  promote  and  perfect  the  sanitation  of  the  Rural 
District  round  it.  And  this  is  especially  true  of  such 
questions  as  the  “  Milk  Supply  ”  and  the  “  Control 
of  Infectious  Diseases.” 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

S.  NOY  SCOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


HE  area  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary  Rural  District  for 
Sanitary  purposes  is  72,806  acres. 


The  district  is  situated  at  the  extreme  west  of  the  South  Hams, 
and  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Dartmoor  and  the  River  Tavy  ; 
on  the  South  by  the  English  Channel,  and  the  Towns  of  Ply¬ 
mouth  and  Devonport  ;  on  the  West  by  Plymouth  Sound, 
Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  the  River  Tamar  ;  on  the  East  by 
the  hilly  district  of  the  South  Hams. 


From  the  hills  lying  to  the  East  and  North  there  are  a  series 
of  undulations,  running  mostly  towards  the  sea  on  the  South  and 
West,  and  along  the  valleys  thus  formed  are  the  Rivers  Erme, 
Yealm,  and  Plym,  with  their  tributaries. 

In  the  north  part  of  the  land  is  chiefly  moorland,  and  contains 
valuable  china  clay  works.  The  remainder  of  the  district  is 
mainly  agricultural,  and,  in  most  places,  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  The  surface  is  well  wooded. 


rlhe  GEOLOGY  of  the  district  varies  much  in  the  different 
localities.  In  the  north  there  are  large  deposits  of  granite,  which 
in  places  is  disintegrated  and  forms  the  china  clay  beds  ;  whilst 
in  the  south-west  are  very  extensive  and  thick  beds  of  limestone. 
Slate  is  found  in  large  quantities  on  the  banks  of  the  Plym,  in 
the  parishes  of  Egg  Buckland  and  Plympton  St.  Mary,  whilst 
scattered  throughout  the  district  are  shillet  and  dunstone. 
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The  CLIMATE  is  mild  and  humid,  and  the  rainfall  abun¬ 
dant,  but  no  official  meteorological  records  are  kept. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY.  The  district  contains  abundant 
and  satisfactory  water  in  the  shape  of  streams  and  springs,  but 
these  are  very  unequally  distributed,  and  therefore  many  of  the 
villages — especially  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district — are  so 
far  from  them  as  to  be  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  shallow 
wells  and  stored  rain  water. 

The  water  is  derived  from  the  following  sources  : — 

(r)  Upland  surface  water  from  Dartmoor  and  similar 
places,  which,  collecting  in  small  streams,  yields  a 
plentiful  supply  of  good  and  pure  water. 

(2)  Springs  and  deep  Wells  : — These  are  found  in  various 

localities,  and  yield  a  water  whose  quality  depends 
entirely  upon  the  particular  soil  in  which  the  well  is. 
In  the  limestone  district  the  water  is  sometimes  very 
hard  from  dissolved  carbonate  and  sulphate  of  lime, 
and  except  for  the  hardness,  the  water  is  good,  and 
generally  speaking,  very  pure,  i.e.,  free  from  organic 
pollution. 

(3)  Shallow  Wells  : — These  are  scattered  throughout  the 

district,  and  they  largely  consist  of  mere  surface 
water.  These  wells  afford  a  water  which  may  be 
good  or  very  bad,  according  to  their  depth,  position 
(proximity  to  cess-pits,  &c.),  and  liability  to  surface 
pollution.  A  Sanitary  Authority  should  never  be 
content  with  a  water  supply  which  is  derived  from 
shallow  wells, 

SEWAGE  AND  I'l'S  DISPOSAL 

Several  of  the  larger  villages  are  drained  by  a  system  of  sewers 
from  which  the  sewage  is  sent  into  the  sea,  or  water  courses,  or 
is  carried  on  to  he  land,  and  so  disposed  of  by  a  method  of 
irrigation. 


7 

In  many  of  the  villages  there  are  numbers  of  cases  in  which 
the  sewage  from  one  or  more  houses  is  collected  in  cess-pits. 
These,  not  only  require  periodical  cleansing  and  constant 
attention,  but  every  now  and  again  they  produce  serious 
nuisances  by  suddenly  overflowing,  especially  after  heavy  rains. 

By  far  the  majority  of  cottages  and  isolated  houses  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  closets  over  small  cess-pits,  which  are  often  mere 
depressions  in  the  ground.  In  these  cess-pits,  the  filth  is  allowed 
to  accumulate  for  a  time,  varying  from  one  to  twelve  months, 
and  then  has  to  be  removed.  It  is  a  disgusting  and  dangerous 
method,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  constantly  endeavouring 
to  replace  it  by  the  more  suitable  and  cleanly  earth  closet  system. 
Earth-closets  worked  on  the  bucket  system  are  undoubtedly  the 
best  form  of  closets  for  cottages  and  small  houses  in  a  rural 
district,  and,  indeed,  for  any  place  where  there  is  no  system  of 
water  carriage.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
gradually  succeeding  in  abolishing  these  old  cess-pit  closets,  and 
having  them  replaced  by  the  bucket  closets. 

The  year  has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  been  active  in  the  promotion 
of  means  for  improving  the  drainage  and  water  supplies  of  the 
district,  and  much  progress  has  been  made  in  several  good 
schemes,  notes  of  which  will  be  found  under  Sec.  4  of  the 
report. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

For  Registration  purposes,  the  district  is  divided  into  two 
sub-districts, — the  North  of  Plympton  containing  n  parishes, 
and  the  South  or  Yealmpton  containing  8  parishes. 

The  population  of  the  whole  district  which  at  the  1891  census 
was  21,278,  is  estimated  for  1898  to  be  22,850,  and  is  distributed 


in  the  various  parishes  as  follows 

: — 

NAME  OF  PARISH. 

Area  in 
acres 

Population 
1891  census. 

Population 
1898  Estimate. 

North  sub-district  — 

Bickleigh 

2980 

302 

268 

Compton 

160 

— 

160 

Cornwood 

10680 

1258 

1337 

Egg  Buckland 

3149 

1833 

1085 

Harford 

3680 

172 

165 

riympton  St.  Mary  (including 
Ecclesiastical  parish  ol 
Sparkwell) 

I  1200 

3471 

3440 

Plympton  St.  Maurice 

170 

1139 

1133 

St.  Budeaux 

2500 

2243 

4000 

Shaugh  Prior 

7170 

714 

728 

Tamerton  Eoliott 

3910 

1 1  iS 

1094 

Weston  Peverell  or  Pennycross 

707 

8l  I 

1500 

Total 

46306 

13061 

14910 

South  sub-district  : — 

Brixton 

3060 

622 

5S0 

Ermington  (excluding  Urban 

District  of  Ivybridge) 

4920 

900 

8S6 

Holbeton 

4S00 

949 

830 

Newton  Ferrers 

3090 

710 

715 

Plymstock  (including 

Ecclesiastical  Parish  of  llooe) 

2860 

3162 

31S0 

Revelstoke 

1460 

471 

405 

Wembury 

3070 

524 

504 

Yealmpton 

3240 

879 

S40 

Total  South 

26500 

8217 

7940 

Total  North 

46306 

13061 

14910 

Total  whole  District 

72S06 

2127s 

22S50 
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The  number  of  houses  in  the  whole  district  inhabited  at  the 
time  of  the  1891  census  was  4333  ;  since  then  1 16  were  built  in 
1892,  88  in  1893,  75  in  1894,  143  in  1895,  182  in  1896,  168  in 
1897,  and  142  in  1898.  After  allowing  for  the  number  of  houses 
transferred  to  Plymouth  from  Egg  Buckland,  Laira  Green,  and 
Weston  Peverell,  and  for  the  40  added  to  the  district  from 
Compton  in  1897,  I  estimate  the  number  of  houses  in  the 
district  to  be  5085,  which  gives  an  average  of  4-5  persons  per 
house. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATES. 


The  following  births  were  registered  in  1898  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1897. 

North  Sub-District 

202 

205 

407 

425 

South  Sub-District 

103 

97 

200 

191 

Whole  District 

305 

302 

607 

6r6 

This  gives  a  Birth  rate  for  the  North  of  27"29  per  rooo,  as 
compared  with  3o'o9  in  1897  3  28-oo  in  1896  ;  29-43  in  1895  3 
25-52  in  1894  3  27-64  in  1893  3  and  25-84  in  1892. 

For  the  South  the  rate  was  25'18  per  1000,  as  compared 
with  23-96  in  1897  3  24-37  in  1896  3  24-73  in  1895  3  23-63  1894  ; 
27-43  ’n  ^93  ;  and  26-93  in  1892. 

For  the  Whole  district  the  rate  was  26"56  per  rooo,  as 
compared  with  27-88  in  1897  ;  26-73  *n  18963  27-75  in  1895  ; 
24-84  in  18943  27-55  in  18933  and  26-77  in  1892.  The  average 
for  the  last  seven  years  is  26-94. 

The  Birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  during 
1898  was  29-4, 

MARRIAGE  RATE. 

During  the  year  130  marriages  were  registered.  This  is  9  less 
than  last  year. 
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1  he  marriage  rate  for  this  year  (or  persons  married  per  1000 
of  the  population)  for  the  district  is  1 1  *37  per  iooo,  as 
compared  with  12  58  in  1897,  J5'47  in  1896,  10-96  in  1895, 
13  in  1894,  i2-oi  in  1893,  and  12-1  in  1892. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


The  deaths  registered  in  1898  were  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1897. 

North  sub-district 

io4 

130 

234 

210 

South  ., 

61 

67 

128 

127 

Whole  district 

165 

197 

362 

337 

Recorded  death-rate 

per  1000 

: — 

1898. 

1897. 

1896. 

1895. 

1894. 

i893- 

North  sub-district  15'69 

14-87 

if-8 

17-03 

16 '34 

17  84 

South  „  16T2 

1 5  93 

T2-37 

16-48 

1579 

17*34 

Whole  district  15’84 

iS'25 

14-60 

1684 

16-14 

17-65 

The  average  rate  for  the  preceding  five  years  was  16  09,  so 
that  the  present  rate  is  below  the  average. 


CORRECTED  DEATH  RATES. 

Of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  North  sub-district,  12  occurred 
in  the  following  institutions  :  — 

Plympton  St.  Mary  Union  Workhouse  ...  9 

Plympton  House  Asylum  ...  ...  3 
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Of  these  12  there  were  two  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
district,  so  that  the  actual  number  of  deaths  amongst  residents 
in  the  North  district  was  232. 


In  the  South  sub  district  4  deaths  of  non-residents  were 
registered  as  follows  3  in  Plymstock  and  1  in  Ermington. 

To  find  the  corrected  death-rates  of  a  district,  the  deaths  of 
persons  dying  within,  but  not  belonging  to  the  district  must 
first  be  deducted.  After  making  these  deductions,  the  corrected 
death-rates  are  as  follows  : — 


1898. 

1897. 

1896 

1895. 

1894. 

1893 

North  sub-district 

15  56 

i4'58 

15-26 

16-13 

H*93 

i6'6i 

South  sub-district 

1561 

1 5  "5  5 

1 1  62 

15-61 

1579 

i7'34 

Whole  district  ... 

1557 

I4"94 

14-00 

1 5 '95 

1 5 '24 

16-88 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1898  was  17-6. 

The  corrected  death-rates  for  the  respective  parishes  (excluding 
public  institutions)  are  as  follows  :  — 


1898. 

1897 

1898. 

1897 

Harford 

606 

6"o6 

Plympton 

Tamerton  Foliott8'22 

5'46 

St.  Mary  13  66 

i3'36 

Brixton 

8  62 

856 

Wembury 

.  1388 

5-92 

Shaugh  Prior 

961 

i3'77 

Cormvood 

.  1421 

677 

Newton  Ferrers 

11TS 

19-56 

Bickleigh 

.  1500 

14-70 

Plympton 

Yealmpton 

..  1666 

25-00 

St.  Maurice  11 ‘47 

14-99 

Weston  Peverell  16"66 

22-95 

Egg  Buckland 

12  00 

'  7'5 1 

Revelstoke 

..  1728 

16-94 

Compton 

12-5 

26-66 

Plymstock 

..  1729 

i3'83 

Ermington  ... 

13  54 

15-76 

Holbeton 

..  1925 

18-97 

St.  Budeaux  . 

.  20  05 

14-28 

I  have  given  these  parochial  death  rates  as  in  previous  years, 
but  too  much  stress  must  not  be  placed  on  them,  for  the 
respective  populations  are  too  small  to  afford  statistics  of  any 
great  value. 
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The  deaths  were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  follows: — 


North  sub-district.  South  sub-district.  Whole  district. 


Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Total  Under 
5 

Over 

5 

Total 

I  Unde. 
5 

! 

Over 

5 

Totals 

1st  quarter 

31 

39 

I 

70  13 

25 

38 

44 

64 

ro8 

2nd  quarter 

23 

31 

-  1 

54  ,  5 

27 

32 

28 

58 

86 

3rd  quarter 

4° 

3° 

0 

O 

15 

25 

5° 

45 

95 

4th  quarter 

.3 

27 

40  11 

22 

33 

24 

49 

73 

Whole  year 

107 

127 

234  |j  39 

89 

128 

146 

1 

216  ^ 

362 

Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  : — 

1898. 


North  Sub- 
District. 

■  Sth.  Sub 
District. 

Total. 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

24 

13 

37 

5° 

31 

4i 

28 

„  Heart  ... 

25 

6 

31 

25 

29 

47 

34 

,,  Respiratory  System  50 

37 

87 

82 

93 

102 

85 

Phthisis 

15 

13 

28 

•9 

36 

32 

24 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

7 

13 

20 

22 

1 5 

25 

24 

,,  Urinary  System 

8 

4 

12 

7 

8 

4 

1 1 

Zymotic  Diseases  ... 

52 

10 

62 

25 

Si 

29 

31 

Cancer 

1 1 

7 

18 

M 

15 

18 

U 

Old  Age  ... 

20 

12 

32 

34 

26 

49 

69 

Injuries  and  Suicide 

6 

7 

13 

17 

10 

16 

12 

All  other  causes  ... 

3i 

19 

50 

61 

58 

47 

49 

Total  ...  ...  234 

128 

362 

■j  n  *7 

5o/ 

336  378 

360 

i3 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


North 

Sub-District 

South 

Sub-district 

Total 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Measles 

10 

3 

13 

3 

27 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

1 

0 

X 

2 

Diphtheria 

2 

0 

2 

1 

6 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

1 

17 

S 

1 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

0 

3 

0 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea 

20 

6 

26 

13 

12 

7 

Other  Zymotic  Diseases  0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

1 

Totals 

52 

10 

62 

25 

51 

29 

1894 

o 

o 

I 

3 

19 

1 

7 

o 
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The  “  seven  principal  ”  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  62  deaths, 
and  this  gives  the  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  2'TI  as  compared 
with  : 

1897  1896  1895  1894  1893  1892 

o'99  2  '08  1-29  1*39  2‘°8  1  ‘6 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1898  was  2-22. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  various  age  periods:— 


HH 

CO 

VO 

CO 

1897 

i8q6 

1895 

1894 

North 

sub¬ 

district 

South 

sub¬ 

district 

Whole 

District 

Under  1  year 

70 

31 

101 

95 

7i 

60 

64 

1  Year  &  under  5  years 

37 

8 

45 

16 

48 

34 

34 

5 

do.  15  do. 

13 

5 

18 

15 

10 

13 

15 

U 

do.  25  do. 

6 

5 

1 1 

20 

20 

15 

i5 

25 

do.  65  do. 

51 

33 

84 

89 

96 

109 

99 

65 

do.  upwards  ... 

57 

46 

103 

102 

91 

147 

i33 

Totals 

234 

1 28 

362 

337 

336 

378 

360 

Of  the  deaths  over  65  there  were  : — 


1898 

49  Between  70  and  80 

1897 

41 

1896 

47 

i8gy 

59 

1894 

68 

29  „  80  „  90 

•  36 

21 

45 

37 

2  over  90 

9 

0 

10 

7 

Infant  Mortality  ;  or  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year _ 

This  is  estimated  as  a  ratio  per  1,000  births  registered  during 
the  year;  and  as  these  numbered  607,  the  infant  mortality  was 
1 66 -39  per  1,000. 


1898.  1897  1896  1895  1894  1893 
166-39  1542  115.4  96.3  1155  154 


Average  for  1898. 
1892  County  generally. 

I05  161 


The  Infant  Mortality  was  greater  in  the  North  sub-district 
than  in  the  South. 


The  rate  for  the  North  was  171-9,  whilst  that  for  the  South 
was  155.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  population 
of  the  Noith  approximates  in  composition  and  character  to  that 
of  an  urban  population,  especially  in  the  districts  of  St.  Budeaux, 
Crown  Hill,  and  Weston  Peverell. 


Ul 
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The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  following  : — 

1.  The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  higher  than  it  has 

been  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  is  due  to  the  large 
number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diarrhoea.  During  the  summer  the  heat  was  con¬ 
tinuously  high  for  a  long  time,  and  Diarrhoea  was 
prevalent  all  through  the  District. 

2.  The  high  Infant  mortality  was  due  to  the  fore¬ 

going  causes. 

3.  There  were  Epi  demies  of  Measles  in  the 

parishes  of  Ermington,  Revelstoke,  Cornwood,  and 
Plymstock,  and  in  each  parish  the  public  elementary 
schools  were  closed  for  periods  of  from  3  to  5  weeks. 

4.  Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  the  Northern  Sub- 
District. 

Diphtheria — Twelve  cases  were  notified  ;  two  of  these 
were  fatal. 

6.  Scarlet  Fever.  Twenty  cases  were  notified  ;  one  of 
these  was  fatal. 

7.  Enteric  Fever.  The  great  epidemic  at  Honicknowle 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Budeaux  was  the  most  serious 
occurrence  during  the  year.  I  have  already  dealt 
with  this  in  special  reports  to  the  Council  and  to  the 
Local  Government  Board. 


TAKLE  A. — Deaths  during  the  Year  1897. 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages.  Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths  under  five  years  of  age. 
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adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics ; 
Public  institutions  being 
shown  as  separate 
localities. 

North  of  Plympton 
Sub-District 

Plympton  House 
Asylum 

Union  Workhouse 

Total,  North 

South  or  Yealmpton 
Sub-District 

Totals . 

TilBLE  X5. 

Shewing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  District  from  1883 

up  to  and  including  1898. 
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Table  shewing  Parochial  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Phthisis, 

and  Cancer 
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Table  showing  Parochial  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Phthisis, 

and  Cancer. — Continued. 
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Table  shewing  Quarterly  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  and  Phthisis. 
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Table  shewing  Quarterly  Distribution  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  with 

the  Deaths  therefrom. 

Totals  in  Large  Figures.  Deaths  in  Small  Figures. 
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EPITOME  OF  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  WORK 
DONE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

1.  Plymstock.  The  Local  Government  Board  has  granted 

the  loan  for  supplying  the  parish  with  water,  and  Con¬ 
tracts  for  the  work  have  been  signed. 

2.  Cornwood.  A  good  and  well-distributed  water  supply 

has  been  completed. 

3.  Dunstone.  All  additional  supply  of  water  has  been 

obtained,  and  further  distributing  pipes  laid  down. 

4.  Yealmpton.  The  scheme  for  the  water  supply  has  been 

prepared,  and  is  now  ready  for  the  Local  Government 
Board  Enquiry. 

5.  Egg  Buekland.  Plans  and  estimates  have  been  pre¬ 

pared  for  bringing  the  Plymouth  water  to  this  village. 

6.  Egg  Buekland  &  Compton.  Plans  and  estimates 

have  been  presented  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
for  the  drainage  of  these  two  districts. 

7.  Wembury.  The  public  well  at  Downthomas  has  been 

deepened  and  efficiently  protected. 

8.  Weston  Peverell.  The  Montpelier  sewage  tanks  have 

been  abolished,  and  a  main  sewer  laid  down  to  join 
Devonport  sewers,  at  a  cost  of  ,£1,104. 

9.  Crownhill  &  Honicknowle.  Preliminary  surveys 

have  been  made,  and  plans  partly  prepared  for  the  main 
drainage  of  these  growing  neighbourhoods. 

10.  Honicknowle.  The  Plymouth  water  main  has  been 

extended  through  this  village. 

Particulars  of  the  above,  with  details  of  other  smaller  works, 
will  be  found  in  the  following  pages. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  WORK  REQUIRED  IN  THE  FUTURE 
AND  ON  THE  SANITARY  NEEDS  OF  THE 
DIFFERENT  PARISHES. 

By  far  the  most  important  problems  for  consideration  daring 
the  coming  year  are  : 

(1)  A  Drainage  scheme  for  Crown  Hill  and  Honicknowle. 

(2)  A  water  supply  for  Newton  Ferrers. 

Although  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  large  amount  of  time 
and  attention  which  the  Council  have  given  to  these  matters  in 
the  past,  yet  I  cannot  again  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity 
there  is  for  dealing  with  them  in  a  liberal  and  statesmanlike 
manner,  and  as  promptly  as  possible.  There  are,  no  doubt, 
great  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  but  they  are  by  no  means 
insurmountable,  and  they  can  and  will  be  overcome  if  the 
Council  will  only  sufficiently  realise  its  great  responsibilities  in 
these  important  questions.  One  of  the  chief  difficulties  in  all 
large  water  and  drainage  schemes  is  the  financial  one.  The 
necessary  money  has  to  be  provided  out  of  the  rates,  and 
however  great  the  need  there  is  for  sanitary  improvements, 
there  is  never  found  wanting  the  prophet  who  raises,  and  too 
often  successfully,  the  cry  of  “more  rates.”  The  primarv  duty 
of  a  Sanitary  Authority  is,  however,  not  to  “keep  down  the 
rates,”  but  to  raise  and  spend  such  money  as  may  be  necessary 
to  improve,  and  progressively  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of 
its  district. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders. 
1  he  great  crusade,  from  which  so  much  is  hoped,  against  the 
disease  Tuberculosis,  renders  the  present  a  most  opportune  time 
in  which  to  adopt  the  above  Orders,  and  I  therefore  advise  the 
Council  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  their  adoption.  From 
what  I  know  of  some  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  I  am  convinced  that  much  good  would  be  done  by  the 
enforcement  of  these  Orders,  of  which  the  following  are  the 
chief  provisions : 
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No  person  shall  carry  on  the  trade  of  dairyman  or  purveyor  of 
milk  unless  he  be  registered  as  such.  The  Sanitary  Authority 
shall  keep  a  register  of  such  persons. 

No  new  Dairy  or  Cowshed  shall  be  occupied,  nor  any  old 
Dairy  or  Cowshed  continued  to  be  so  used,  unless  the  Sanitary 
Authority  is  satisfied  as  to  its  lighting,  ventilation,  air  space, 
cleansing,  drainage,  and  water  supply,  and  unless  all  due 
precautions  are  taken  for  the  health  and  good  condition  of  the 
cattle,  the  cleanliness  of  milk-vessels,  and  the  protection  of  the 
milk  against  infection  or  contamination. 

No  person  infected  with  dangerous  infectious  disease  shall 
take  any  part  in  milking,  storing,  or  distributing  milk,  until  all 
danger  of  contaminating  the  milk  has  ceased. 

The  Sanitary  Authority,  after  one  month’s  notice,  can  pro¬ 
hibit  any  closet,  cesspool,  or  urinal  communicating  directly,  with 
or  ventilating  into  any  dairy  or  milkshop. 

No  pigs  can  be  kept  in  any  building  used  as  a  cow-house  or 
milk  store. 

The  milk  of  a  cow  suffering  from  cattle-plague  pleuro¬ 
pneumonia,  or  foot  and  mouth  disease,  shall  not  be  mixed  with 
other  milk  ;  shall  not  be  sold  or  used  for  human  food  ;  and 
shall  not  be  sold  or  used  for  food  for  animals  unless  it  has  been 
boiled. 

The  Sanitary  Authority  may  from  time  to  time  make  regu¬ 
lations  for  the  following: — 

(a)  For  the  inspection  of  cattle  in  dairies. 

(i>)  For  prescribing  and  regulating  the  lighting, 
ventilating,  cleansing,  drainage  and  water  supply 
of  dairies  and  cowsheds. 

(c)  For  securing  the  cleanliness  of  milk  stores,  milk- 
shops,  and  milk  vessels  used  for  containing  milk 
for  sale. 
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(d)  For  prescribing  precautions  to  be  taken  by 
purveyors  of  milk,  and  persons  selling  milk  by 
retail  against  infection  or  contamination. 

I  also  wish  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Prevention  Adas  a  logical  sequence  of  the  Infectious 
Notification  Act. 

The  chief  provisions  of  this  act  relate  to  the 

(a)  Protection  of  milk  supplies. 

( b )  The  compulsory  disinfection  of  infected  houses, 
clothing  and  other  articles. 

(c)  The  prohibition  of  improper  disposal  of  infected 
rubbish. 

(d)  The  prompt  interment  of  the  body  of  a  person 
who  has  died  from  infectious  disease,  and  which  is 
being  kept  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  dangerous 
to  other  people. 

Isolation  Hospital.  During  the  year  many  cases  have 
been  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  of  Plymouth  and  Devon- 
port,  and  a  definite  understanding  has  been  arrived  at  whereby 
cases  can  be  sent  to  these  hospitals  on  payment  of  £2  2s.  od. 
per  week  per  case.  This  is  a  great  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  so  long  as  cases  can  be  isolated,  I  care  little  where  they  are 
sent  to,  but  the  Council  ought  perhaps  to  consider  the  question 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  advisable  to  have  an  Isolation 
Hospital  under  its  own  immediate  control  rather  than  have  to 
rely  on  the  sufferance  of  neighbouring  Authorities. 

Small  Pox.  No  case  of  Small  Pox  has  appeared  during  the 
year,  but  I  must  point  out,  that  were  a  case  to  appear  I  could 
not  isolate  it  at  once  except  by  permission  of  the  Devonport 
Authority.  It  is  true  that  by  resolution  of  the  Council  I  am 
empowered  to  buy  and  erect  a  temporary  iron  hospital  whenever 
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occasion  for  its  use  may  arise,  but  I  think  this  is  not  sufficient 
preparation  and  especially  now,  seeing  that  there  is  probability 
of  large  numbers  of  unvaccinated,  and  therefore  highly  sus 
ceptible,  children  growing  up.  The  need  for  a  Small-Pox 
Hospital  is  in  exact  proportion  to  the  number  of  unvaccinated 
people  and  even  anti-vaccinators  realise  the  great  importance 
of  early  isolation  of  a  case  of  small-pox.  I  must,  therefore, 
ask  the  Council  to  seriously  consider  this  question  again. 

Bye-Laws.  Cases  are  constantly  occuring  which  prove  that 
the  existing  Bye-Laws  are  hardly  sufficient  for  or  appropriate  to 
the  needs  of  some  parts  of  our  district,  and  especially  those 
parts  in  which  new  buildings  are  being  erected.  It  would  be  a 
wise  step  to  have  the  whole  of  the  Bye-Laws  re-considered,  and 
in  some  cases  re- drafted,  and  there  is  also  especial  need 
for  the  adoption  of  some  new  ones,  eg.  : 

(a)  For  the  use  of  the  smoke  test  for  all  new  house 
drains. 

(/>)  For  the  proper  laying  out  of  a  building  estate,  so 
that  the  proposed  streets  may  be  made,  and  the 
main  sewers  laid  before  the  building  is  com¬ 
menced. 

(c)  For  the  proper  keeping  of  animals  ;  especially  pigs. 

(, d )  For  preventing  or  diminishing  the  noxious  or 
injurious  effects  of  offensive  trades. 

( e )  For  the  more  careful  removal  of  house  and 
offensive  refuse  through  our  district.  This  is 
especially  rendered  necessary  by'  the  fact  that 
another  year  has  passed  and  still  the  dangerous 
refuse  of  Plymouth  is  being  sent  into  our 
district.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  find  that  at 
last  there  is  some  prospect  of  the  proposed 
Plymouth  destructor  being  erected  and  used. 
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Scavenging.  Many  complaints  are  made  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  public  scavenging  is  done  by  the  contractors.  I 
advise  careful  consideration  of  the  existing  contracts,  and,  if 
necessary,  the  issue  of  fresh  contracts  with  more  stringent 
clauses. 

NOTES  ON  THE  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF,  AND 
WORKS  IN  THE  DIFFERENT  PARISHES. 

St.  Budeaux  and  Crownhill.  As  I  have  before  stated, 
the  drainage  of  this  district  is  of  paramount  importance,  and  the 
Council  has,  during  the  past  year,  given  much  careful  attention 
to  it.  It  is  most  unfortunate  that  the  Devonport  Extension 
Order,  so  far  from  facilitating  the  drainage  of  the  present  parish 
of  St.  Budeaux,  has  rather  increased  the  difficulties.  Two 
methods  are  open  for  adoption,  viz.,  either  to  make  terms  with 
Devonport,  by  which  the  sewage  from  this  district  may  be  taken 
into  the  proposed  sewers  which  that  Authority  contemplates 
laying,  or  to  have  a  scheme  by  which  the  sewage  can  be  treated 
and  disposed  of  within  the  limits  of  the  parish.  This  means 
the  adoption  of  one  or  other  of  the  bacteriological  tank  systems, 
and  the  acquisition  of  sufficient  land  for  irrigation  of  the  effluent 
therefrom.  The  land  near  the  Devonport  end  of  St.  Budeaux 
seems  admirably  suited  for  such  irrigation  works,  and  I  should 
think  sufficient  could  be  acquired  for  that  purpose.  The 
decision  as  to  which  of  these  two  schemes  would  be  best  must 
of  course  rest  with  an  engineer,  but  it  behoves  the  Council  to 
lose  no  time  in  having  an  effective  scheme  prepared,  and  then 
to  push  it  forward  with  all  possible  despatch.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  a  scheme  to  send  the  sewage  to  Devonport  must 
depend  entirely  on  the  construction  and  completion  of  Mr. 
Diggle’s  scheme  for  that  Borough,  ami  a  long  time  must  elapse 
before  that  can  be  completed.  During  the  past  year  negotia¬ 
tions  have  been  opened  with  Devonport  on  this  subject,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that,  up  to  the  present,  the  terms  offered  by 
Devonport  appear  very  unreasonable. 
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Water  Supply  of  Honicknowle.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
the  Plymouth  mains  are  now  laid  throughout  this  village,  and  a 
pure  and  abundant  supply  of  water  is  thus  available.  I  hope 
steps  will  immediately  be  taken  to  close  the  many  wells  from 
which  the  inhabitants  at  present  get  water,  for  these  wells  are 
so  situated  as  to  be  obviously  liable  to  serious  pollution  and 
during  dry  summers  several  of  them  fail  to  yield  any  water 
at  all. 

Cornwood.  The  successful  completion  of  the  water  supply 
for  this  village,  and  the  hamlets  of  Corntown  and  Puttypool,  is 
a  work  which  I  am  very  glad  to  congratulate  the  Council  upon. 
The  scheme  was  devised  and  carried  through  by  Mr.  Horton, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  him  for  his 
work  in  this  matter.  These  villages  have  now  an  abundant 
supply  of  pure  water  derived  from  springs  situated  in  upland 
district. 

Egg  Buckland.  During  the  year  I  am  glad  to  say  terms 
have  been  arranged  by  which  this  village  will  be  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Plymouth  mams  at  Crownhill  Mr.  Clarke 
has  prepared  a  scheme  for  this  work,  and  I  hope  that  before  the 
coming  Summer  the  water  will  be  in  the  village,  and  so  remove 
a  constantly  recurring  source  of  anxiety,  viz.,  the  condition 
of  the  village  well.  It  will  be  remembered  that  during  the 
Summer  of  1897  this  well  was  so  seriously  polluted  that  the 
Council  had  to  have  water  taken  to  the  village  from  Plympton. 
It  is  intended  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  power 
to  borrow  money  to  carry  out  the  water  scheme. 

The  terms  arranged  with  Plymouth  are  as  follows  : 

1.  The  supply  in  all  things  to  be  subject  to  the  liabilities 

of  the  Corporation,  under  and  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Plymouth  Water  Act. 

2.  The  water  t:>  be  measured  by  Meter,  to  be  supplied  by 

and  at  the  cost  of  the  Corporation.  The  Plympton 
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Authority  paying  an  annual  rent  therefor  cal¬ 
culated  at  12^4  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  providing 
and  fixing  the  same. 

3.  The  water  to  be  supplied  in  bulk  at  the  price  of  6d.  per 

1,000  gallons,  the  minimum  quantity  to  be 
supplied  each  quarter  to  be  agreed  upon,  and  such 
quantity  to  be  spread  as  evenly7  as  possible  over 
each  day  during  the  quarter. 

4.  If  owing  to  frost,  accident,  or  other  unavoidable  cause 

the  supply  shall  be  interrupted,  the  Corporation 
to  be  at  liberty  to  make  up  the  quantity  at  any 
subsequent  period  of  the  year,  so  that  the  full 
minimum  quantity  per  quarter  shall  be  delivered. 

5.  The  agreement  to  be  for  25  years  certain. 

Egg  Buckland  and  Compton  Drainage.  A  scheme 
has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Worth,  C  E. .  for  the  drainage  of  Egg 
Buckland  jointly  with  Compton.  By  it  the  two  villages  will  be 
effectively  drained  to  a  position  near  the  withy  beds  and  the 
sewage  will  then  be  treated  in  bacteriological  tanks.  The 
scheme  was  sent  on  to  the  Local  Government  Board  but  was 
returned  to  the  Council  in  November  for  the  acquisition  of 
land  for  irrigation  purposes.  Mr.  Worth  is  now  engaged  in 
negotiating  for  such  land,  and  I  have  good  reason  to  think  that 
he  will  be  successful  in  obtaining  it,  and  then  a  further  appli¬ 
cation  will  be  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  loan 
to  carry  out  the  scheme  The  matter  is  being  pushed 
forward  with  all  possible  speed  and  it  is  well  that  it  should  be, 
for  both  Egg  Buckland  and  Compton  badly  require  a  system  of 
sewers  to  replace  the  present  dangerous  and  unsatisfactory  cess¬ 
pits. 

Plympton  St.  Mary  and  St.  Maurice.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  been  busy  in  these  two  parishes  during  the  year 
as  is  evidenced  by  his  reports. 


I  he  public  water  has  during  the  year  been  supplied  to  52 
more  houses,  and  the  total  number  of  connections  to  houses, 
stables,  etc.,  is  now  652. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  steady  growth  in  the  popularity  of 
the  public  water.  No  scheme  could  at  its  birth  have  met  with 
more  determined  opposition  than  did  the  Plympton  water 
scheme,  and  yet,  within  a  few  years  of  its  completion,  we  find  an 
almost  unanimous  opinion  in  its  favour. 

The  following  table  shows  the  growth  from  the  year  1893  : 


1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1  897 

1898 

No.  of  house  con¬ 
nections  . 

170 

35° 

4i5 

vo 

oc 

5°5 

557 

Revenue  . 

/81 

^248 

^323 

i~4I3 

^462 

i~477 

Average  daily  con¬ 
sumption  of  water 

— 

34,000 

44,000 

Ln 

In 

"O 

O 

O 

6o,oco 

64,000 

Spark  well.  The  water  question  in  this  village  is  still  under 
consideration,  and  much  time  has  been  spent  over  it.  Mr. 
Clark  has  prepared  a  scheme  by  which  water  will  be  taken  from 
a  well  in  a  field  belonging  to  General  Phillips  Treby,  and 
distributed  throughout  the  village.  Very  prolonged  negotiations 
have  taken  place  between  the  Council  and  the  landowner,  but 
up  to  the  present  no  satisfactory  terms  have  been  arranged. 

Roborough.  This  village  requires  a  system  of  sewers,  and 
as  I  stated  last  year,  the  one  thing  which  prevents  a  scheme 
of  drainage  is  the  refusal  of  the  landowner  to  grant  land  for 
sewage  irrigation.  I  think  further  efforts  should  be  made  to 
acquire  such  land. 
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Tamerton.  Terms  have  been  arranged  for  the  erection  of 
one  flushing  tank  to  be  fixed  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  main 
sewers.  Another  is  necessary  at  the  end  of  the  other  main 
sewer,  and  these  should  both  be  fixed  soon  so  that  they  can  be 
in  working  order  before  the  dry  season  commences. 

Brixton.  The  position  here  unfortunately  remains  as  before. 
The  water  supply  is  unsatisfactory  and  inconvenient,  there  being 
only  two  public  pumps  drawing  water  from  a  well  situated  in  a 
position  strongly  open  to  suspicion.  The  closet  accommodation 
is  unsatisfactory,  some  of  the  houses  have  bucket  closets,  others 
cess-pits,  and  some  are  provided  with  hand  flushed  water  closets. 
The  main  sewer  discharges  on  a  field  near  the  village  and  I  had 
hoped  by  this  time  a  more  sensible  and  satisfactory  method  of 
disposal  would  have  been  carried  out. 

Ermington.  ith  regard  to  this  village,  I  can  only  repeat 
what  I  said  last  year,  viz.,  that  a  committee  appointed  to  inspect 
the  village  reported  as  follows : 

“That  there  are  many  insanitary  conditions  existing  (especially 
accumulations  of  sewage)  which  can  only  be  effectually  remedied 
by  a  system  of  sewers.  1  hey  therefore  recommend  the  District 
Council  to  provide  such  a  sewerage  system  as  will  include  the 
whole  of  the  village  to  the  west  of  and  including  the  public 
schools.  The  Committee  wish  to  point  out  that  there  is  a  good 
supply  of  water  at  the  head  of  the  village,  which  should  be 
acquired  for  flushing  purposes  There  are  a  large  number  of 
prrvate  wells  in  the  village,  in'  addition  to  the  public  one  near 
the  churchyard,  and  as  the  Committee  hope  that  all  these  wells 
will  yield  pure  water,  so  soon  as  a  drainage  system  be  carried 
out,  they  therefore  do  not  propose  a  public  water  supply  at 
present.” 

This  report  was  adopted  by  the  District  Council,  and  after¬ 
wards  forwarded  to  the  Parish  Council,  the  members  of  which 
have  also  approved  it.  I  think  no  time  should  now  be  lost  in 
commencing  the  work.  I  should,  however,  be  failing  in  my 
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duty  if  I  did  not  also  recommend  the  District  Council  to  provide 
a  public  water  supply,  for  private  wells  in  close  proximity  to 
houses  cannot  be  considered  a  “  satisfactory  water  supply.” 

Yealmpton.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  scheme  for  supplying 
this  village  with  water  from  Hall  Torrs’  Farm  is  now  ready  to 
send  on  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  Mr.  Clark  has  given 
much  time  to  its  preparation,  and  has  carefully  gauged  the 
springs  proposed  for  the  intake,  and  I  hope  that  in  a  very  short 
time  the  local  enquiry  will  be  held. 

Dunstone.  This  village  now  possesses  a  good  water  supply. 
The  scheme  which  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Horton  has  been  care¬ 
fully  completed  under  his  superintendance,  and  the  result  is  very 
creditable  to  him. 

Holbeton.  The  proposal  to  improve  the  water  supply  of 
this  village  was  last  year  postponed  because  it  was  thought  that 
the  local  landowner  would  carry  out  the  work  himself.  The 
Council  however  instructed  the  engineer  Mr.  Clark  with  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  inspect  and  report  on  the  question,  and  they  reported 
that  sufficient  water  could  probably  be  obtained  from  the  present 
collecting  ground  if  the  present  collecting  pipes  were  relaid 
with  additional  ones,  and  that  the  increased  water  thus  obtained 
could  be  stored  in  a  large  reservoir.  Mr.  Clark  was  requested  to 
prepare  an  estimate  for  this  work,  and  the  question  now  under 
consideration  is  how  the  money  is  to  be  found.  Another  appli¬ 
cation  has  been  made  to  the  local  landlord  and  his  reply  is  being 
awaited. 

PlymstOCk.  It  is  a  matter  for  great  congratulation  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  assented  to  the  loan  for  carrying 
out  Mr.  Francis’  scheme  for  supplying  this  parish  with  water. 
Contracts  have  been  signed  for  the  work,  and  it  is  hoped  by 
July  31st  of  this  year  the  work  will  be  completed.  The  wisdom 
of  the  policy  which  initiated  this  water  scheme  was  strikingly 
illustrated  by  the  fact  that  immediately  the  consent  of  the 
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Local  Government  Board  was  obtained  to  it,  plans  for  large 
numbers  of  houses  were  sent  to  the  Council.  I  hope  that  the 
mains  will  quickly  be  laid  to  Pomphlett,  for  that  village  is  still 
being  supplied  with  water  from  Oreston  by  a  water  cart. 

Theie  aie  still  several  houses  in  the  parish  without  proper 
closet  accommodation,  but  the  number  is  being  steadily  reduced. 

Elburton.  It  is  anticipated  that  much  building  will  take 
place  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  Mr.  Clark  has  been  instructed 
to  make  preliminary  surveys  for  a  drainage  scheme. 


There  is  an  accumulation  of  offensive  fluid  in  the  highway 
near  the  station,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  inspect  it  reported 
that  "it  is  the  result  of  drainage  from  farm  yards,”  and 
recommended  “that  the  owners  of  the  farms  be  requested  to 
immediately  abate  the  nuisance.”  This  report  was  received  by 
the  Council  several  months  ago  and  the  nuisance  still  continues. 
1  he  owner  of  the  chief  offending  farm  yard  has  consented  to 
abate  the  nuisance,  and  I  recommend  that  he  be  now  compelled 
to  do  so. 

Newton  Ferrers.  Revelstoke.  The  great  need  of  these 

villages  is  a  good  supply  of  water.  For  reasons  which  will  be 
obvious,  I  consider  them  together.  For  many  years  it  has  been 
recognised  that  the  water  supply  of  Newton  has  been  both 
unreliable  and  insufficient,  and  soon  after  my  appointment  in 
1894  I  advised  the  Council  to  take  steps  to  provide  a  new 
supply.  After  careful  inspection  of  the  parish,  I  concluded 
that  the  best  way  to  supply  the  parish  with  water  was  to  obtain 
it  from  sources  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Revelstoke,  and  I 
so  reported  to  the  Council.  In  consequence  of  this,  Mr. 
Worth,  C.E.,  was  requested  to  survey  the  district  and  report  on 
the  mattei.  This  he  did,  and  his  report  fully  confirmed  the 
scheme  I  suggested.  The  parishioners,  however,  shewed  such 
determined  opposition  to  “going  outside  their  own  parish  for 
water,”  that,  by  direction  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Worth  was  asked 
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to  draw  up  a  scheme  by  which  Newton  people  should  have 
Newton  water,  and  Newton  water  only.  After  much  trouble  and 
prolonged  negotiation,  this  local  scheme  was  ready  in  April,  1897. 
Application  was  then  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
a  loan,  and  in  November  (/.<?.,  7  months  after  the  application)  a 
Local  Enquiry  was  held.  1  he  result  of  this  Enquiry,  which  was 
known  near  the  end  of  January,  1898,  was  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  refused  the  loan  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  insufficient  water  provided  by  the  scheme,  and  the  Council 
immediately  appointed  a  committee  to  re-consider  the  question. 
This  Committee  resolved  to  recommend  the  original  plan  of  a 
joint  supply  for  Newton  and  Revelstoke,  and  on  February  11th, 
1898,  the  Council  resolved  to  ask  Mr.  Worth  to  draw  up  this 
joint  scheme.  In  April,  1898,  however,  the  Council  weie 
informed  that  Lord  Revelstoke  himself  proposed  to  improve  the 
water  supply  of  Noss,  and  this  was  considered  a  sufficient  reason 
for  again  putting  off  the  full  and  comprehensive  combined 
scheme  for  the  two  parishes.  The  Council  next  resolved  that 
Mr.  Clark  should  prepare  a  scheme  by  which  Newton  Ferrers 
should  be  provided  with  water  from  strictly  intra-parochial 
sources.  The  greater  part  of  the  year  1898  has  been  wasted  in 
endeavours  to  find  such  sources,  and  the  one  much-belauded 
source  at  Smutty  Moor  has  been  abandoned  by  the  Engineer. 
The  net  result  of  the  four  years’  efforts  is  to  prove  that  Newton 
must  go  outside  its  own  boundaries  for  a  water  supply,  01  else 
spend  an  absurdly  enormous  sum  in  building  large  storage 
reservoirs.  The  Summer  of  1898  proved  once  moie  how  gieat 
the  need  there  is  for  more  water  in  Newton,  and  I  do  hope  that 
no  foolish  parochial  pride  or  prejudice  will  stand  longei  in  the 
way  of  a  good  and  abundant  supply  of  water  being  obtained 
outside  the  parish.  I  cannot  here  forbear  stating  my  deliberate 
opinion  that  in  the  important  matters  of  water  supply  and 
drainage  the  Council  generally  give  more  than  due  weight 
to  “local  opposition.”  The  great  advantage  which  a  Distiict 
Council  should  have  over  a  Parish  Council,  is  that  the  former 
can  consider  any  question  untrammelled  by  local  prejudice 
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In  this  question  of  Newton  Ferrers,  had  the  District  Council 
not  listened  to  a  noisy  local  opposition,  there  would  long  ago 
have  been  provided  a  good  supply  of  water  to  the  village,  and  all 
the  discomfort  and  dangers  of  the  past  two  years  been  avoided. 

The  following  reports  have  been  sent  to  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  during  the  year. 

Report  on  outbreak  of  Measles  at  Ermington 
„  „  Revelstoke 

,,  ,,  Enteric  Fever  at  Honicknowle 

„  ,,  of  Measles  at  Cornwood 

„  „  Plymstock 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
year ,  1898. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  the  report  of 
the  Sanitary  work  during  the  year.  There  has  been  a  consider¬ 
able  increase  in  the  work  as  compared  with  previous  years,  this 
is,  no  doubt,  partly  due  to  an  increased  appreciation  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  of  the  dangers  of  delay,  and  as  a  consequence 
greater  activity  in  remedying  defects  has  prevailed.  I  am  able 
to  report  “  increased  work  ”  however,  chiefly  because  I  have  been 
allowed  a  staff  of  men  directly  under  my  charge,  so  that  I  have 
been  able  to  deal  more  promptly  and  efficiently  with  sanitary 
defects  as  they  occurred. 

Brixton.  The  village  pump  has  been  repaired. 

Spriddlestone.  The  well  has  been  cleaned  out,  protected 
from  surface  pollution  and  the  pump  repaired. 

Cornwood.  A  comprehensive  scheme  of  water  supply  has 
been  carried  out  by  which  this  village  and  the  adjoining  hamlets 
of  Churchtown  and  Puttypool  have  obtained  a  plentiful  supply 
of  good  upland  water.  This  will  prove  a  great  boon  to  the 
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inhabitants,  especally  to  those  living  in  the  hamlets,  as  during 
the  summer  months  some  of  them  had  to  walk  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  for  water.  The  whole  of  the  cost  of  the  scheme  has 
been  met  out  of  current  rates,  and  I  think  the  Joint  Committee 
who  have  carried  the  matter  through,  deserve  the  thanks  of  the 
Council  for  their  business-like  and  liberal  treatment  of  the 
question.  Since  r S95  this  parish  has  expended  nearly  ^'900  for 
works  of  sewage  and  water  supply  ;  this  is  a  heavy  sum  but  in 
sanitary  matters  the  cost  should  be  considered  a  secondary  item. 
'This  parish  can  now  boast  of  having  a  public  water  supply 
second  only  to  that  of  Plympton. 

At  Lutton,  some  additional  sanitary  conveniences  have  been 
erected,  but  much  more  work  remains  to  be  done. 

Egg  Buckland.  A  great  nuisance,  caused  by  an  endeavour 
to  carry  on  an  offensive  trade  at  Crab  Tree,  was  by  the  persistence 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  energetic  action  of  the 
military  authorities,  abolished. 

Several  sanitary  defects  have  been  remedied  at  Bircham  Farm, 
and  in  the  village  new  drains  have  been  laid  from  several  houses 
to  the  new  sewers.  The  public  cess-pit  has  received  constant 
attention,  but  as  I  point  out  later  on,  it  is  liable  to  cause  a  great 
nuisance  by  sudden  overflowing. 

Holbston.  Lambside  and  Carswell  Torr  Cottages  have  been 
supplied  with  water. 

Newton  Ferrers.  A  small  temporary  improvement  in  the 
water  supply  has  been  carried  out.  A  1,000  gallon  tank  has 
been  provided  to  receive  the  overflow  water  from  Dr.  Holbeton’s 
ram.  About  400  feet  of  i-inch  pipes  were  laid  from  this  tank 
and  connected  to  the  old  supply  pipe.  The  village  tanks  have 
been  repaired  and  provided  with  self-closing  taps.  At  Torre  the 
water  supply  is  inadequate  when  the  springs  are  low,  and  during 
last  Summer  the  villagers  had  to  fetch  water  from  a  considerable 
distance.  The  tank  was  examined  and  found  to  leak,  and  a 
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search  has  been  made  for  an  additional  supply.  I  suggest  that 
before  the  water  falls  to  its  lowest  this  year  a  temporary  arrange¬ 
ment  be  made  for  supplying  the  village  with  water,  and  so  an 
opportunity  provided  for  repairing  the  tank,  opening  up  the 
present  sources  of  the  water,  and,  if  necessary,  supplementing 
them  by  an  additional  spring  which  I  think  can  be  acquired  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

The  Dolphin  Inn  has  had  new  drains  laid  and  proper  sanitary 
conveniences  erected. 

Plymstock. 

Lower  Pomphlett.  A  new  sew'er  has  been  laid,  and 
several  additional  closets  erected,  and  slop-water  drains  put 
down. 

Higher  Pomphlett.  A  portion  of  the  main  sewer  has 
been  taken  up  and  re-graded,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  better  drain¬ 
age  of  many  of  the  cottages. 

Lower  Hooe  The  main  sewer  has  been  extended  and 
ventilated.  Additional  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  erected 
and  connected  to  this  sewer,  and  also  some  slop- water  drains. 

Oreston.  Some  new  closets  have  been  erected.  The  main 
sewer  has  been  ventilated. 

Oreston  and  Turnchapel.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  by  which  the  beaches  are  cleaned  up  every  week. 

Plympton  St.  Mary  and  Maurice.  At  Sparkwell  a 
portion  of  the  main  sewer  which  was  defective  has  been  taken 
up  and  replaced  by  stoneware  pipe,  and  the  public  well  and 
pump  repaired. 

At  Venton.  Additional  sanitary  conveniences  have  been 
erected,  and  others  reconstructed  to  meet  more  modern  require¬ 
ments. 
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Lee  Mill  Bridge.  The  Lee  Mills  Inn  has  had  new  drain 
put  in,  and  proper  sanitary  conveniences  erected. 


In  the  villages  of  Ridgeway,  Colebrook,  Underwood,  and 
Plympton,  a  great  number  of  defective  house  drains  have  been 
taken  up  and  new  ones  put  down,  and  additional  sanitary 
conveniences  erected,  and  others  reconstructed,  and  a  piece  of 
main  sewer  from  Priory  Lane  to  the  outfall  in  Tan  Meadow, 
which  was  choked,  and  defective  has  been  taken  up  and  replaced 
by  laying  about  250  feet  of  9  inch  stone  ware  and  cast  iron  pipes, 
and  two  manholes  constructed. 

St.  Budeaux.  Ihe  cess-pits  in  Honicknowle  and  Crownhill 
have  received  constant  attention  in  cleaning  and  treating  the 
sewage.  The  stream  flowing  from  Crownhill  and  through 
Honicknowle  has  been  cleaned  out  on  several  occasions. 

Notices  have  been  served  on  the  owne-s  of  Butt  Park  Terrace 
to  take  in  the  Plymouth  Water,  to  enable  the  suspicious  wells 
to  be  closed. 

Tamerton  Foliott.  No.  2  Prospect  Villas  has  been 
thoroughly  new-drained.  Arrangements  are  being  made  by  which 
the  sewers  may  be  automatically  flushed. 

Wembury.  The  public  well  at  Downthomas  has  been 
deepened  to  increase  the  supply,  and  the  walls  built  up  and 

concreted  around  to  prevent  surface  pollution.  The  well  now 

yields  an  ample  supply,  and  is  entirely  free  from  any  pollution. 
Ihe  cost  of  the  work  has  been  about  £^0, 

At  Dunstone,  Yealmpton,  an  increased  water  supply  for 
the  village  has  just  been  completed  which  will  supply  a  long 
felt  want,  as  during  five  months  of  the  year  the  old 
supply  was  quite  inadequate.  The  water  has  been  taken 
from  two  springs,  one  owned  by  B,  J.  P.  Bastard,  Esq., 
foi  which  a  small  yearly  acknowledgement  only  is  asked  ; 
and  the  other  by  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Fursdon,  Holbeton. 
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These  gentlemen  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  inhabitants  for  their 
liberality  in  the  matter,  as  also  does  Mr.  Ellis  (Mr.  Bastard’s 
tenant),  who  gave  free  access  to  his  field,  in  which  the  spring  had 
to  be  cut  and  then  piped  and  the  tank  constructed.  The  supply  is 
abundant  and  of  great  purity.  The  cost  of  gathering  and  pro¬ 
tecting  the  springs,  constructing  the  tank,  piping  to  the  village, 
and  providing  cattle  troughs,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement 
with  the  owners,  has  been  about  £200. 

Brixton.  I  made  a  full  report  on  the  existing  condition  in 
this  village,  and  of  the  need  for  providing  a  proper  scheme  of 
sewers  for  its  drainage.  Up  to  the  present  nothing  further  has 
been  done  and  so  no  private  improvements  can  be  effected. 

Ermington.  About  a  year  ago  I  submitted  a  plan  shewing 
a  line  for  improving  the  drainage  of  the  village  and  also  an 
estimate  for  the  work.  Nothing  further  has  been  done. 

Egg  Buckland  and  Compton.  Much  time  has  to  be 
given  to  endeavouring  to  prevent  nuisance  from  the  cess-pits  in 
these  parishes.  No  great  improvement  can  be  expected  here 
until  the  proposed  drainage  scheme  is  carried  out. 

Plympton  St.  Mary  and  Maurice.  The  main  sewers 
require  additional  and  improved  flushing  arrangements,  and  also 
more  effective  ventilation. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  extend  the  main  sewer  at 
Sparkwell,  and  also  for  protecting  the  water  supply  at  Lee  Mill 
from  surface  pollution. 

Yealmpton.  Many  improvements  in  the  sewers  are  needed. 

Public  Urinals.  I  consider  that  public  urinals  should  be 
provided  in  Plympton  St.  Mary,  Plympton  St.  Maurice,  Oreston 
and  Turnchapel. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  E.  HORTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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New  Houses  Inspected  &  Water  Certificates  Granted. 


Egg  Buckland  .  ...  ...  ...  I 

Weston  Peverell  ...  ...  ...  12 

St.  Budeaux  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Compton  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Plympton  St.  Mary  ...  ...  ...  5 

Plymstock  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tamerton  ...  ...  ...  •  •••  3 

Shaugh  Prior  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Holbeton  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Newton  Ferrers...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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New  w.c.’s  erected  or  put  in  good  condition  ...  42 

Defective  drains  relaid  and  piped  to  sewers  ...  35 

House  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

General  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  1 

Schools  fumigated  ...  •••  •••  •••  3 

Houses  or  rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  48 


List  of  Places  where  Disinfectants  are  kept. 


Bickleigh 

Brixton 

Cornwood 


Roborough 
The  Post  Office 
Cornwood  Village 
Lutton 


Mr.  Rouse 

Mr.  Shepherd 
P.  C.  Reglar 
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List  of  Places  where  Disinfectants  are  kept — continued. 


Egg  Buckland  ... 

... 

Mr,  Ben  Corber 

Weston  Peverell 

Weston  Mill 

Mr.  Petherick 

Plympton  St.  Mary 

Underwood 

Sparkvvell 

Mr.  Horton 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
Mr.  J.  Symons 
The  Post  Office 

Lee  Mill 

Colebrook 

Venton  .... 

Mr.  R.  Harper 

Mr.  R.  Triscott 
Mr.  W.  Stephens 

St.  Budeaux 

Honicknowle 

Crown  Hill 

Mr.  Fair  weather 

Dr.  Olver 

Mr.  Passmore 

Shaugh 

... 

The  Post  Office 

Tamerton 

... 

The  Post  Office 

Ermington 

Cadleigh  Park  ... 

Mr.  T.  Worth 

Mr.  Stoneman 

Holbeton 

... 

Mr.  W.  Cause 

Newton  Ferrers  ... 

Mr.  E.  Horton 

Revelstoke 

Noss  Coornbe 

Mr.  G.  Revell 

Wembury 

Knighton 

Downthomas 

Post  Office 

Mr.  Tolcliard 

Yealmpton 

Dunstone 

Mr.  Lee 

Dr.  Langworthy 
Mr.  Foster 

Plymstock 

Oreston 

Pomphlett 

Elburton 

Hooe 

Turnchapel 
Staddiscombe  .. 

Dr.  Scott 

Mr.  W.  Coom 
Miss  Jacob 

Mr.  Coleman 

Mr.  A.  Maddick 

Mr.  Bennet 

Mr.  J.  Doddiidge 

JMgniOUtb: 

EDWIN  CHArrLE,  PRINTER,  GEORGE  STREET. 
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